Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 21st July, 1975 by unknown
North West 
Water Authority
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
1. Election of Chairman.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of last meeting (previously circulated).
4. Resignation of Mr. F. R. James.
5. Appointment of Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, 1975-76.
6. Appointment of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees,1975-76.
7. Land Drainage Representation on Local Fisheries Committees.
8. Fishery Byelaws.
9. Fishing at Jumbles Reservoir.
10. Honorary Water Bailiffs.
11. Progress Report on Proposed Coarse Fish Unit and Coarse Fish 
Stock Pools.
12. Licence Duties.
13. Long Term Angling Leases on Authority Waters.
14. Radio Equipment for Bailiffing Staff.
15. Any Other Business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining Room 
at approximately 1.00 p.m. The Menu for the day 
is enclosed,and members attending for lunch are 
asked to indicate their choice of main course to 
the officer on duty near the Members' Retiring 
Room.
NORTH WEST WATER. AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21ST JULY, 1975 
RESIGNATION OF MR. F. R. JAMES
The Chairman of the Committee greatly regrets having to 
report that he has received the resignation of Mr. F. R. James 
from this Committee and the Mersey and Weaver Fisheries Advisory 
Committee on which Mr. James served as Chairman.
Mr. James has found it necessary to restrict his committee 
activities due to Mrs. James continuing ill health and has asked 
that his best wishes and appreciation be extended to the members 
and officers with whom he has been associated.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21ST JULY, 1975
APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1975-76
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. At the meeting held on 9th June, 1975, the Policy and 
Resources Committee, in accordance with the Scheme of Allocation 
and Delegation of Functions to Committees, considered the existing
• membership of the Standing. Committees of the Authority with a view 
to recommending the Authority as to the appointment of members to 
Committees.
2. The Committee recommended (Minute No. 90) that the membership 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be increased by one 
and that nominations for the proposed additional member, and an 
anticipated vacancy therein mentioned, be sought to take account 
of collective rather than separate association interests..
3. The resignation of Mr. F. R. James from this Committee created 
the anticipated vacancy referred to above and the Chairman of the 
Committee invited the President of the National Federation of 
Anglers to make recommendations to fill the two vacancies on the 
Committee.
.4. The Federation have now recommended that Mr. F. Burgess of
The Bungalow, Ellerslie Avenue, Rainhill, and Mr. G. Wilson of 
11 Guildford Avenue, Chorley, be considered to fill the vacancies 
on the Committee.
5. The Committee are invited to accept the Federations recommendations.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21ST JULY, 1975
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES
1975-76
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. Earlier in the year the Chairman of the Committee wrote to 
the Fisheries Associations within the area seeking their views 
on the existing structure of, and area covered by the five 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committees.
2. The response was very encouraging and the Associations 
appeared to be generally satisfied with the existing arrange­
ments.
3. The South arid West Cumberland Committee have not made a 
nomination for a member qualified in respect of the quality 
of surface waters and it may be,that a nomination in respect 
of an additional member may be forthcoming in the near future.
4. The membership of the Local Committees is attached hereto 
as an Appendix and the Committee is invited to re-appoint all 
the members listed thereon for the Authority Year, 1975-76.
5. It is not intended to fill the vacancy on the Mersey and 
Weaver Committee created by the resignation of. Mr. F. R. James 
until the nominees of the Federation for the Regional Committee 
are made known when it may be found that one of those nominees 
would be a suitable replacement for Mr. James.
APPENDIX
LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Eden and District
E. P. Ecroyd, Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle, (Chairman)
W. Birkett-, 8 Skirsgill Gardens, Penrith.
E. Cave, 9 Brunton Crescent, Carlisle.
E« H. Fleming Smith, Hawksdale Hall, Dalston, Carlisle..
B. Irving, 2.2 Moss Rigg, Morton, Carlisle.
L. Heyworth, Roseneath, Station Road, Brampton, Carlisle.
J. S. Marshall, Little Cross, Appleby.
Wm. McKenna, 6 Spencer Street, Carlisle.
a, C. Findlay, Irvine House, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire.
Dr. I. J. Faulkner, 5 Fulwith Grove, Harrogate, 
f
South and West Cumberland
W. F. Hobson, Hillside, Cockemouth. (Chairman)
F. Bunting, 30 Dent Road, Mirehouse, Whitehaven.
A. C« Matthews, 6 Wastwater Rise, Seascale.
G. B. Sedgwick, 8 Belle V'ue, Cockermouth.
J. C. Wade, O.B.E., J.P., Hillcrest, Whitehaven.
R. C. Williams, West Lodge, Rheda, Frizington.
G. N. F. Wingate, O.B.E., D.L., Bridge End House, Cockermouth.
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
J. M. Croft, Orchard Farm, Whittingham Lane, Barton, Preston. (Chairman) 
W. Bailey, 10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster.
R. Barratt, Cowrnire Hall, Crosthwaite, Kendal.
R. A. Challenor, White House, Barbon, Carnforth.
C . H. Cheetham, Low House, Windermere.
Major N. J, Clarkson Webb, Buckstone House, Carnforth.
J. H. Fell, White Gates, Backbarrow, Ulverston.
A. L. Harris, Blunt How, 12 Eden Park, Scotforth, Lancaster.
L. Hill, 39 Kendal Green, Kendal.
. Dr. J. V. Dyer, District Community Physician, Administrative Officer, 
Slyne Road, Lancaster.
South Lancashire
R. D. Houghton, 13-15 Winckley Street, Preston. (Chairman)
. T. A. F. Barnes, Woodplumpton House, Woodplumpton, Nr.' Preston.
T. A. Blackledge, 16 Florence Street, Wigan.
Dr. R. B. Broughton, 194 Langworthy Road, Salford.
J. Johnson, 97 Liverpool Road North, Maghull.
R. H. Wiseman, 5 Ribblesdale Place, Barrowford.
Professor W. E. Kershaw, Department of Biology,
University of Sal'ford.
Mersey and Weaver
J. S, Bailey, 24 Sandyhill Road, Winsford.
. F. Egerton, 19 Bowden Drive, Northwich.
P. W. Jennings, 34 Alwyn Street, Liverpool ,17.
T. N. McLoughlin, Wispers, 12 High Tree Drive, Henbury, Macclesfield.
A. Ross, 19 Dugdale Avenue, Higher Blackley, Manchester, 9.
F. W. Sims, B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 6 Queen Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Dr. J. W'; Jones, O.B.E., Director of Freshwater Fisheries Unit,
Liverpool University.
LAND DRAINAGE REPRESENTATION ON FISHERIES COMMITTEES
1. The constitution of each of the Land Drainage Advisory 
Committees provides for at least one member to be nominated 
to represent fisheries interests.
2. Members of the Cumberland and Lancashire Land Drainage 
Advisory Committees at meetings held during the past year 
suggested that, in view of the usefulness of the contribu­
tions by the fisheries representatives, consideration of a 
reciprocal arrangement for representation of land drainage 
interests on Fisheries Advisory Committees could prove 
equally advantageous.
3. The Regional Land Drainage Committee at their meeting 
held on 5th December, 1974, invited this Committee to con­
sider the proposal.
4. At the meeting of this Committee held on 6th January, 1975, 
it was recommended that the proposal be approved in principle 
but deferred pending consideration of the Committee structure 
for 1975-76.
5. The Committee is now invited to recommend:
(i) How the constitution of the five Local 
' Fisheries Advisory Committees should be 
amended to provide for the representation 
of Land Drainage interests;
(ii) That the Regional Land Drainage Committee 
be asked for nominations to the Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committees.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21ST JULY, 1975 
FISHERY BYELAWS
At the last meeting of the Committee held on 12th May, 1975, 
consideration was given to the observations of the Local Committees 
on the proposed draft byelaws and it was resolved (Minute No. 54) 
that the Officers Working Party be reconvened under the chairmanship 
of the Chairman of the Regional Committee to produce a second draft 
of the combined code in the light of the observations and recom­
mendations received, for submission to this meeting.
The Working Party met on 2nd June, 1975, following which a 
second draft of the proposals was prepared, copies of which were 
circulated to all members of this Committee accompanied by a request 
for any observations thereon to be forwarded to the Director of 
Administration by 30th June, 1975.
A schedule of observations received from members and associa­
tions and recommendations from the officers serving on the Working 
Party is attached hereto as an Appendix.
The Water Management Committee at their meeting held on 
2nd June, 1975, recommended (Minute No. 83) that, in order to 
expedite the procedures to be followed, the Authority delegate 
to'' the Water Management Committee the power to approve the making 
of the byelaws and their submission to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food for confirmation. The Authority approved this 
recommendation at the Annual Meeting held on 23rd June, 1975.
FISHERY BYELAWS
OBSERVATIONS FROM. MEMBERS OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE AND ASSOCIATIONS '
Byelaw 1; and others - Close Seasons
Mr. J. H. Fell is of the opinion that in defining the period of a 
Close Season the wording "from and including" the first date "to and 
including" the second date is preferable to the expression "the period 
between" the specified dates.
Mr. Fell appreciates that the wording used in the proposals is 
that employed in the statute but considers that in the interests of 
clarity his proposed style of wording should be adopted in the byelaws.
Byelaw 13 - Removal of Fish .
South and West Cumberland .
Eden and District
Both Local Committees state that the proposal is not in 
accordance with the intentions of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Acts and are concerned inasmuch as this proposal has 
the effect of divesting riparian owners and their lessees of 
the right to remove fish from their waters. The Committees 
feel that this change of policy would be detrimental to fisheries 
management particularly where pollution has occurred or poaching 
activities have caused fish mortalities.
Mr. J. H. Fell
Members should be aware as to precisely whom riparian 
owners, keepers and other responsible persons who are members 
of associations, should apply for written permission to remove 
diseased fish.
Lancashire Fisheries Consultative Association
Whilst in agreement with the proposal the Association 
request that some provision be made for netting to take place 
in cases of emergency when the Authority cannot be contacted.
Byelaw 14 - Baiting
Ribble Fisheries Association
The Association dislike the complicated geographical refer­
ences and cannot understand their purpose nor do they seem to make 
sense. The coarse fishing representatives throughout the area 
have long accepted that a ban on maggot fishing and ground baiting 
in all rivers during the period between 14th March and 16th June 
is reasonable.
A simple byelaw to the effect that no maggot fishing or ground 
baiting is allowed in any river during the period between 14th March 
and 16th June is all that is required. The Association have reason 
to believe that such a byelaw would not be opposed but such a ban 
on_lakes may produce representations.
Lancashire Fisheries Consultative Association
The Association agree with that section of the proposal con­
cerning rivers in view of the possible damage to parr and smolt 
but would prefer a clearer definition of the area involved.
The prohibiting of the named baits in various lakes is com­
pletely rejected as the Association feels that there is no 
logical reason or evidence to justify the prohibition.
Byelaw 15 - Size Limits
. Ribble Fisheries Association
The taking of Grayling should be limited to a minimum size 
of approximately nine inches, the Association being of the opinion 
that the size limits should be shown in inches as well as milli­
metres .
Size limits for coarse fish (except during matches) would be 
desirable as they would prevent possible injury to many small fish 
in keep nets, with the accompanying risk of disease.
Lancashire Fisheries Consultative Association
Provision should be made for minimum size limits for coarse
fish.
Byelaw 16 - Keep Nets
The officers recommend that the NOTE be deleted from the proposal 
and the following substituted
" (iii) The use of keep nets commonly known as 'micromesh 
nets' is permitted. In the case of such nets the 
width of the mesh measured when wet but unstretched 
shall not exceed 8mm and such nets shall comply 
with (ii)(a), (b) and (c) above."
Byelaw 17 - Fishing Near Weirs
Ribble Fisheries Association
The geographical definition is unsatisfactory. The 
Association are of the opinion that fish begin to accumulate 
in weir pools well before 30th September and therefore 
1st September might be a more appropriate date.
Byelaw 19 - Worm Fishing
South and West Cumberland Fisheries Association
Totally opposed. The Association are of the opinion that 
the proposal will not deter "snatching" but will prevent anglers 
fishing in a legal manner employing traditional methods.
Ribble Fisheries Association
Appears contradictory: the byelaw states that when fishing 
for trout with worm a single hook only may be used but then goes 
on to provide for the use of two or three hooks.
Byelaw 20 - Size of Hooks and Weight of Lures
South and West Cumberland Fisheries Association
Totally opposed for the same reasons stated for Byelaw 19.
Ribble Fisheries Association
The Association entirely agree with the principle of the 
byelaw but feel that the exception of fly or lure not exceeding 
30g in weight nullifies the whole exercise.
Mr. J. H. Fell
20(a) Is of the opinion that 30g is unnecessarily high for 
fly fishing and would prefer to see the figure reduced to 15g.
The officers recommend that the words "or lure" be 
deleted from the sixth line of paragraph (a) of the byelaw.
Byelaw 23 - Returns of Net and Rod Catches
The officers recommend:
(i) That the word "fishing" be deleted from the first line 
of paragraph (a) of the byelaw and the words "to whom 
a licence is issued to fish", be substituted.
(ii) That the words "fishing for salmon or migratory trout" 
be deleted from the first line of paragraph (b) of the 
byelaw.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21ST JULY, 1975 
FISHING AT JUMBLES RESERVOIR
At a meeting of the Jumbles Country Park Working Party on 
9th July, 1975, the officers gave further consideration to the 
possibility of opening up the reservoir for angling during 
1975-76 in advance of establishing a satisfactory wardening 
system under the proposals for a Country Park in the area.
After considering various possibilities, and taking account 
of the amount of supervision available with existing manpower in 
the Pennine Division, the Working Party made- the following 
recommendations:-
1. That fishing at an early date would be acceptable 
on the basis of part-annual tickets, valid until 
15th March, 1976.
2. That a total of 100 such tickets should be issued 
at a charge of £3.00 per ticket, without any 
reduction for juveniles. Tickets to be valid 
for fishing for trout and freshwater fish.
3. That the availability of the tickets should be 
advertised in the local press.
4. That this should be an interim arrangement only, 
which would apply until such time as it was con­
sidered practicable to open fishing to the public 
generally, by issue of day tickets.
5. That should the number of applications for tickets 
exceed 100 ,tickets should be allocated by a draw 
system.
The Committee is invited to consider these proposals, with 
a view to making an appropriate recommendation to the Recreation 
Sub-Committee. •
NORTH. WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21ST JULY, 1975 
HONORARY WATER BAILIFFS
1. At the present time in the Cumberland area 77 Honorary 
Bailiffs hold warrants issued by the Authority. In the Lancashire 
Area the figure is 86.
2. In the opinion of the Area Fisheries Officers,.the usefulness 
of Honorary Bailiffs is limited to a very small proportion of the 
total number appointed, in terms of activity on the rivers, col- 
laboration with full-time bailiffs and offences reported. Those 
who are, in fact, relatively active are usually those whose normal 
employment takes them on to fishing waters - for example, club or 
association bailiffs.
3. The Area Fisheries Officers have expressed the view, which is 
endorsed by the Regional Fisheries Officer, that there can be no 
justification for maintaining a large force of duly authorised 
Honorary Bailiffs who make little or no useful contribution to the 
enforcement side of the Authority's fisheries work. This is not 
to say that Honorary Bailiffs should be abolished. Rather, their 
numbers should be reduced to a maximum number approximately equal 
to the number of full-time bailiffs employed. It should be a 
condition of their appointment that they maintain contact with the 
full-time bailiff or bailiffs in whose district(s) they normally 
work, and their usefulness should be reviewed every two or three 
years by the Area Fisheries Officer, their warrants being liable 
to be withdrawn if there is not evidence of a reasonable amount
of activity during the period under review. In return, they 
should be entitled to reimbursement of postal and telephone expenses 
incurred on duty, and to reasonable travelling and subsistence 
allowances when they are required to attend court to deal with any 
cases resulting from their offence reports, or if they are required 
to visit an Area Office in connection with the preparation of 
these cases or for any other reason connected with their duties.
They should also in these circumstances,, be eligible (if applicable} 
for reimbursement of loss of earnings.
It is recommended that s
(i) The number of Honorary Bailiffs be considered
with a view to reduction on the lines indicated;
(ii) The renewal of their appointments be reviewed 
at regular intervals;
(iii) They be required to maintain close liaison with 
the appropriate full-time bailiff or bailiffs;
(iv) They be entitled to draw7 reasonable expenses, 
etc., on certain defined occasions, and, where 
applicable, they also be entitled to 
reimbursement for loss of earnings.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21ST JULY r 1975
PROGRESS REPORT ON PROPOSED COARSE FISH 
UNIT AND COARSE~FISH STOCK~POOLS
Coarse Fish Unit
At the meeting of this Committee held on 29th April, 1974, 
it was resolved that the Regional Fisheries Officer submit to a 
future meeting of the Committee a report on proposals for the 
establishment of a Coarse Fish Unit, including its siting, 
estimate of cost and method of financing.
Further reference was made to this matter at the following 
meeting held on 30th September, 1974, when the Regional Fisheries 
Officer reported that in the interests of economy and with a view 
to saving time he was concentrating his enquiries on the possibility 
of acquiring an existing installation which could be adapted for 
this purpose.
During the past nine months a number of enquiries have been 
made and various possible sites have been visited by the Regional 
Fisheries Officer. Only one of these proved to be suitable. This 
is a group of disused water-treatment installations below the 
Worthington Reservoirs at Standish, consisting of two sand filter- 
beds 30/35 yards long by 15/20 yards wide, and three associated 
sludge settlement tanks each some .15 yards square. All are within 
the ^ .perimeter of the land owned by the Authority and, despite having 
been out of use for a number of years, are in a good state of 
preservation, although the filter beds are carrying a heavy growth 
of vegetation and contain some dumped rubbish.
i
Central Division have informed the Regional Fisheries Officer 
That: there is no requirement for these installations at present, 
and that they see no possibility of their being required again in 
the future. They would welcome their use for fisheries purposes.
In view of this information, a site meeting was held on 
3rd June, 1975, between officers of the Central Divisipn, and the 
Regional Fisheries Officer, to assess the necessary works required 
to restore the installations, and produce an estimate of the cost.
On examination it appeared that relatively little work would 
be necessary and that it could be handled by direct labour if it 
were possible to postpone commencement of work until the autumn 
or winter of this year. It was not possible to assess, from 
casual observation, what work might b e  required on existing drain 
and pipework systems and minor repairs to the bottoms of the filter 
beds, which are at present grown over. It is considered, however, 
that the total cost would be unlikely to exceed £1,000.
Clean water for filling the tanks, making good evaporation 
losses and providing a small through-flow in hot weather can be 
made available from the bottom reservoir, the simplest system, 
suggested by the Division, being by. pumping or siphoning.
The Division is planning to erect additional security fencing 
on the reservoir site, and there is a resident Reservoir Keeper 
enabling future security to be as good as will be found anywhere.
4. It is recommended that this site be developed as a Coarse Fish
Unit for the southern part of the Region on the lines suggested.
Coarse Fish Stock Pools
1.       Progress here has continued to be slow, largely due to the 
very limited availability of suitable water not already used by 
Angling Clubs and Associations, but partly due to the lack of 
available staff in the southern part of the Region. All site 
visits have therefore been made by the Regional Fisheries Officer.
2. The present position is as follows:".
(i) Pool of 2.5 acres on old gravel site 
owned by the Lancashire County Council 
near Forton, Lancashire
The pool has been visited, and broad proposals 
for its use by the Authority have been discussed 
with officers of the Lancashire County Council. 
Suggestions for a draft lease or agreement are 
awaited.
(ii) Pool of 2 acres at Claughton Hall,
Garstang, Lancashire
The pool, which is controlled by the Northern 
Anglers' Association, has kindly been offered by 
them to the Authority for use as a stock pool.
The pool has been visited and the owner seen. The 
question of the formal transfer of the fishing 
rights of the pool from the Association to the 
Authority is being discussed between the Association 
and the owner's Agent and draft proposals are 
awaited.
(lii) Peckforton Estates,
Near Tarporley, Cheshire
A meeting has been arranged with the Agent for 
Peckforton Estate to discuss the possibility of a 
lease by the Authority of any suitable pools on the 
Estate for use as Stock Pools. The Regional Fisheries 
Officer may be in a position to report verbally to 
the meeting on the outcome of these discussions.
3. A considerable number of other sites have been visited and
discussions held with the owners. Some of these are existing pools, 
0 while others are sites of former pools which it is hoped, might be 
capable of restoration. In the latter cases there has been col­
laboration with the Cheshire Area Engineer of the Rivers Division.
In all cases so far, however, pools have proved either unsuitable, 
or they have been in the hands of angling clubs already, or, in the 
case of sites for restoration, the probable cost has been considered 
to be too high in relation to the area of water likely to become 
available as a result of the work carried out.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21ST JULY, 1975 
LICENCE DUTIES
1. At the last meeting of this Committee held on 12th May, 1975, 
consideration was given to modifications to the proposals for a new
. scale of fishing licence duties and it was recommended that the 
Policy and Resources Committee be invited to recommend to the 
Authority the earlier proposals now modified.
2. The Policy and Resources Committee endorsed the recommendation 
at the meeting held on 9th June, 1975> and the Authority approved 
and adopted the recommendation at the Annual Meeting held on
23rd June, 1975.
3. The observations of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food have been sought and the notice of the Authority's 
intentions will be published in newspapers circulating within 
the region within the next few days.
' NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 21ST JULY, 1975
LONG TERM ANGLING LEASES ON AUTHORITY WATERS
At the last meeting of this Committee held on 
12th May, 1975, it was recommended (Minute No. 57) that 
proposals for the renewal of long term angling leases on 
Authority waters be submitted to the Recreation Sub-Committee 
for their views prior to consideration by the Water Management 
Committee.
Hie Water Management Committee endorsed the recommendation 
at the meeting held on 2nd June, 1975, and the Authority approved 
and adopted the recommendation at the Annual Meeting held on 
23rd June, 1975*
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21ST JULY, 1975 
RADIO EQUIPMENT FOR BAILIFFING STAFF
It has appeared for some time that there is a definite need to 
improve communication facilities for fisheries staff in order to 
increase the efficiency of both routine and specialist operations. 
The problem has been to find portable equipment with sufficient 
power and range in the difficult terrain where Bailiffs operate 
whilst the equipment must be sufficiently lightweight in order that 
the mobility of the Bailiffs is not impaired. There are also 
certain specific technical requirements to be met in order to 
achieve direct Bailiff to Bailiff communication whilst maintaining 
access with the same equipment onto the major network.
A number of manufacturers have been approached and schemes 
have been prepared and equipments offered. On investigation these 
systems are generally expensive and do not meet the necessary 
technical specifications, nor do they match up to the standard of 
portability required. A new range of radio-telephone equipment 
has recently been introduced which is capable of adaption for the 
purposes required and a demonstration has been held which has shown 
that the general requirements for fisheries staff communication can 
be met. The trials were carried out on a working basis and in areas 
which are known to be difficult from the communication point of view 
and have proved to be satisfactory. Discussions are to take place, 
in the near future, on certain technical aspects of the equipment 
and quotations will be obtained for a number of base stations and 
personal sets. If technical details are settled satisfactorily and 
the quotations are acceptable then it is hoped that the equipment 
will be available later in the year.
The system proposed will be compatible with the provisions of 
the Regional Communications. Network and this will allow for a con­
siderable extension of the coverage in respect of fisheries staff 
when the complete system is finally implemented.
